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Highlights:  

Mukti organized volun-
teer workshop to make 
volunteers aware about 

various strategic direc-
tion of Mukti for the year 

of 2006 & 2007 

The main highlight pro-

jects for 2006 & 2007 are  

Book Bank 

Coaching Center Program 
for poor students of Sunder-

ban 

Talented Student Sponsor-

ship program 2006 

Academic Workshop for 

standard ten students as a 
preparation of their board 

exam. 

This year representatives 
from Asha-Yale,  Asha-
Chennai and AID  visited 
various project sites of 

Mukti and help the as-
sessment of these pro-

jects. 

Dr. Gupta from Germany 
visited project site and 

left valuable suggestions 

for Muktiõs future 

Mukti helped flood vic-

tims of Sunderban 

 

 Mukti has made significant progress in their health and education 

programs. A recent book bank and distribution project reached out to thousands of 

students. The programs were assessed by both Mukti's board as well as by 

representatives from Asha and Association for India's Development (AID). The due 

diligence performed by Mukti's friend and supporters and their subsequent kind 

words provided us with encouragement and hope.   

       - Sankar Halder 

         President, Mukti 

MUKTI  



Page 2 Annual Report 2006 -07 

Mukti works on 

FIVE major Wings  

 

Health  

Culture  

Education  

Economy  

Ecology  

Project Book Bank 

Kumari High School and Jata Nagendrapur 
high school attended 
the camp on 3rd 

June 2006. 

Kankandighi - Ap-
proximately 800 high 
school students from 
four high schools 
attended the camp 
on 4 June 2006. This 
included a girlõs high 
school within this 

gram panchayat. 

 

 A d d i t i o n -
ally, 300 students 
enrolled in Class XII 
and graduation level 
courses also received 
textbooks as a part 
of this program. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
from AID (Kolkata) 
and the Red Plus 
Society were present 
during the book dis-

tributions.  

Few major issues 
regarding education 
in this region were 

identified during the Asha representativeõs 

site visit.  

 

 Book distribution camps were con-
ducted as part of 
Mukti's Book Bank 
project, which is 
currently being 
jointly sponsored 
by Asha-Chennai. 
A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
1800 students 
were recipients of 
this yearõs book 

distribution.  

 

The events were 
held in June 2006. 

Camps were con-

ducted mainly at two locations:  

Purbasridharpur  ð Approximately 700 high 
school students from Nagendrapur Hemanta 

 

Lack of Schools, Teachers and 
Government Support ð the primary 
response to this challenge is to shore up 
government  suppo r t .  Muk t i  i s 
considering the possibility of building 

schools in conjunction with Asha NYCNJ. 

 

Nutritional and Economical Obstacles  ð 
Mukti is considering providing meals at 
schools to ensure proper nutrition for 
the children. Research will be done to 
find sources for low -cost nutrient -rich 

food.  

 

Lack of Motivation  ð more stress will be 
laid on awareness among local youth to 
demonstrate the long -term potential of 
education. Career guidance will be 
provided and incentives (prizes for good 

performance) will be considered.  

 

Book Bank Project 
2006 

Books are ready for 

distribution: Book 
Bank project 2006  

 The work shops were conducted 
for more than 200 Mukti volunteers during 
this yearõs AGM (Annual general Meeting). 
Individual workshops were provided for 
each wing - Health, education, cultural, 
economy & ecology. The training was con-
ducted by experienced volunteers from 
other NGOs, experienced social workers 

and senior volunteers within Mukti.  

 

Volunteers were trained in the following:  

Expertise in social work  

Various local problems and probable 

solutions.  

How to increase awareness among vil-

lagers and volunteers.  

How to manage Muktiõs social programs 

efficiently.  

Plans for achievement of goals of the 

various upcoming Mukti programs. 

Workshop for Mukti Volunteers  



 A site visit w as conducted by Ranitendranath Tagore (Ranit) of Asha -Yale as part of the continued support 
of the Book Bank Project & the Talented Student Scholarship (TSS) Project. Ranit visited the Hemanta Kumari High 
School and spoke to teachers. He also met with the students of the TSS project and their parents. Ranit recounts 

his conversation with a parent.  

 

Ranit noted improvement in test scores of sponsored students and discussed benefits/obstacles of the project and 

reviewed additional needs. Another inspiring story was that of Mrs. Radha Jana, mother of a student:  

Site Visit by Asha-Yale 
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ñBeing determined to provide education to her children in spite of grinding poverty, she made a trip to 

Kolkata upon hearing that someone was giving away old textbooks. She was confident that her efforts towards 

educating her children would be appreciated. However, after making the long and expensive trip to Kolkata, 

she was unable to get past the security guard who treated her with disrespect and told her to go away. In spite 

of this humiliation (it brought tears to her eyes while describing it), Mrs. Jana was undeterred from taking the 

next available opportunity to procure textbooks for her children.ôô 

 
Two other key ob-
servations were 
noted in his site 
report ð the first 
was recording a 
need for training 
and information on 
practicing organic 
agriculture, soil testing, 
crop rotation and other 
techniques to reduce de-
pendency of chemicals. 
The second was the lack of medical facilities in 
close proximity which has created a significant 
health -care/services issue. Mukti has been dis-
cussing this with AID and Asha and have long 

term plans for targeting these issues.  
 
Somnath's insightful report helped Mukti get 
recognition from some of our supporting organi-
zations, and also provides valuable guidance for 

operations and long-term goals.  

 A site visit was conducted by Somnath Mukherji of 
AID- Boston. The purpose of the visit was to conduct a site 
visit of the sanitation project (low -cost toilets) and to re-
view the progress of the Book Bank project for Asha -NJ. 
Somnath visited many houses to check on the toilets and 
their usage ð he reports that people "had been using it 
regularly for the past 8 or 9 months and seemed quite sat-
isfied." He noted some design flaws but observed that 
Mukti volunteers were working to address the shortcomings 
in the structure. Somnath also visited the Hementakumari 
High School to check on the effectiveness of the Book Bank 

Project.  

AID Site Visit by Somnath Mukherjee  

Secretary of Mukti describ-
ing the activities of Mukti to 

AID volunteer  
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Mukti works on 

FIVE major Wings  

 

Health  

Culture  

Education  

Economy  

Ecology  

Mukti Helped Flood Victim of Sunderban  

Muktiõs Flood Relief 
Program  

 

 O n 
N o v e m b e r 
18th 2006, 
Dr. Amaresh 
Gupta, a 
German resi-
dent, and 
Prof. D K 
D a s g u p t a 
form Kolkata 
visited the 
Mukti site 

and made some meetings at 
the local schools and Mukti 
office. He discussed certain 
urgent infrastructural re-
quirements involving health 
care, nutrition, sanitation, 
solar power, library and com-
puter education. Both Dr. 
Gupta and Prof. Dasgupta 

were touched by Muktiõs 
work and its deep association 
with the human cause. They 
listened with great care and 
deep compassion to the 
problems and needs of the 

villagers.  

 

Dr. Gupta, over and again, 
e x -
pressed 
his deep 
concern 
for the 
lack of 
the ba-
s i c 
h e a l t h 
a n d 
e d u c a -
t i o n a l 
i n f r a -

structure in the islands. He 
was deeply moved and prom-
ised to help on returning to 

Germany in January 2007. 

Visit for a Cause 

Sunderban Visit by Dr. 
Gupta  

Dr. Gupta in meeting 
with Mukti Volunteers  

 The Sunderbans, 
10,000 square kilometer 
spread between two coun-
tries; India and Bangladesh; 
is the single block of tidal 
halophytic mangrove forest 
on the earth. It is found at 
the feet of the holy 
river òGangaó and is 
spread across areas 
West Bengal in India 
and Bangladesh 
forming the largest 
delta region of the 
world. However, the 
seasonal flood of 
Sundarbans quag-
mire the mangrove 
forests resulting not 
only in widespread 
damage to the flora 
and fauna but also 
to the already impoverished 

people.  

 

 One of the major 
floods occurred in the 
month of August of 2006 due 
to heavy rainfall in the delta 
region and as a result, more 

than 5000 peopleõs mud 
houses broke. MUKTI took 
the initiative to immedi-
ately help the people suf-
fering from the natural dis-
aster by starting the much -
needed relief and rehabili-

tation program. MUKTI vol-
unteers distributed cooked 
food for almost 3 -4 days 
along with distributing more 
than 100 tarpaulins to the 
homeless people displaced 
due to the floods. Even the 
students who lost their text 
books and educational ma-

terials were provided the 
same free of cost so that 
their education does not 
stop. Taking a cue of the 
incoming winter season, 
MUKTI distributed more 
than 100 warm blankets to 

the needy and old 
people striving for 
survival from the dis-

aster.  

 

 Hence, the 
vast spread deaths 
and diseases were 
partly marginalized 
by the quick action by 
MUKTI volunteers to 
help the needy peo-
ple. However, one of 
the greatest chal-

lenges people living on the 
Ganges delta may face in 
coming years is the threat 
of rising sea levels caused 
mostly by subsidence in the 
region and partly by climate 

change.  

Muktiõs Flood Relief Program in 2006 


