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How can I create download link in html?
	up vote66down votefavorite
22
	I have a basic idea of HTML and I'm studying JavaScript. I want to create the download link in my sample website, but I don't have idea of how to create it. How do I make a link to download a file rather than visit it?
Thanks in Advance.
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	The accept mark for this question should be switched. – Pekka 웃 Dec 25 '14 at 23:54
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	[bookmark: 2793756]up vote64down voteaccepted
	If by "the download link" you mean a link to a file to download, use
  <a href="http://example.com/files/myfile.pdf" target="_blank">Download</a>
the target=_blank will make a new browser window appear before the download starts. That window will usually be closed when the browser discovers that the resource is a file download.
Note that file types known to the browser (e.g. JPG or GIF images) will usually be opened within the browser.
You can try sending the right headers to force a download like outlined e.g. here. (server side scripting or access to the server settings is required for that.)
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	why not use the download attribute, if you get a file like a jpg, it will download, instead of just opening. – BenOct 11 '14 at 0:46

		  
	 



	Please omit the "target='_blank'", since that won't work in IE. Did you even test it? – Dudeson Dec 21 '14 at 21:39
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	@Dudeson please specify what "won't work" and which version(s) of IE you are talking about. (It is now safe to use the approach described TIIUNDER's much more recent answer below, though. It should get the accept mark.) – Pekka 웃 Dec 25 '14 at 23:51 

		  
	 



	@Pekka: IE11 and what doesn't work is, that no download dialog opens (this only happens when the site is online!). When clicking on the link nothing happens. Instead I'm using Oded's approach. That works in IE and FF (didn't test it in chrome). – Dudeson Dec 26 '14 at 19:24

		  
	 



	its not letting download .sql/.aspx/.cshtml/.cs – Rush.2707 Oct 31 at 10:11


add a comment

	[bookmark: 16316830]up vote141down vote
	In modern Browsers with HTML5 the following is possible:
<a href="link/to/your/download/file" download>Download link</a>
You also can use this:
<a href="link/to/your/download/file" download="filename">Download link</a>
This will give you the name for the file, if you download and save it on your machine.
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	i used same code for download PFD file and i tested in all browser all are support but in safari this code is not working safari instead of download pdf file open in new tab. – renishkhunt Feb 23 at 8:14
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	Not supported in Safari & IE. w3schools.com/tags/att_a_download.asp – Suleman Mirza Jun 11 at 15:23 
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	@SulemanMirza "modern Browsers with HTML5", so all is good. – Agustín Lado Sep 8 at 14:17
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[bookmark: 2793758]
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	A download link would be a link to the resource you want to download. It is constructed in the same way that any other link would be:
<a href="path to resource.name of file">Link</a>

<a href="files/installer.exe">Link to installer</a>
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	[bookmark: 2793765]up vote6down vote
	To link to the file, do the same as any other page link:
<a href="...">link text</a>
To force things to download even if they have an embedded plugin (Windows + QuickTime = ugh), you can use this in your htaccess / apache2.conf:
AddType application/octet-stream EXTENSION
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	Thanks! this is much simpler and is server-wide! :D I found this link that elaborates a little bit more. Thank you. htaccess-guide.com/adding-mime-types – Joe DF Apr 27 '14 at 1:36 

		  
	 



	That will make all files of that type download only. Fine if that's what you want, but could cause fits if you forget and want another file of that type to display in-browser instead of download. – TecBrat Sep 21 at 18:08
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	up vote3down vote
	In addition (or in replacement) to the HTML5's <a download attribute already mentioned,
the browser's download to disk behavior can also be triggered by the following http response header:
Content-Disposition: attachment; filename=ProposedFileName.txt;
This was the way to do before HTML5 (and still works with browsers supporting HTML5).
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	But that requires a server side implementation, correct? – Lombas Nov 25 at 16:01

		  
	 



	@Lombas yes, only the server can set the http response headers. – Myobis Nov 26 at 8:36
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	[bookmark: 32389165]up vote1down vote
	This thread is probably ancient by now, but this works in html5 for my local file.
For pdfs:
<p><a href="file:///........example.pdf" download target="_blank">test pdf</a></p>
This should open the pdf in a new windows and allow you to download it (in firefox at least). For any other file, just make it the filename. For images and music, you'd want to store them in the same directory as your site though. So it'd be like
<p><a href="images/logo2.png" download>test pdf</a></p>
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	answered Sep 4 at 2:26



johan
205




	
	add a comment


[bookmark: 33533767]
	up vote0down vote
	The download attribute doesn't work in IE, it ignores the "download" completely. The download doesn't work on Firefox if the href points to a remote site. So Odin's example doesn't work on Firefox 41.0.2.
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	The download attribute is new for the <a> tag in HTML5
<a href="http://www.odin.com/form.pdf" download>Download Form</a> 
or 
<a href="http://www.odin.com/form.pdf" download="Form">Download Form</a>
I prefer the first one it is preferable in respect to any extension.
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	Like this
<a href="www.yoursite.com/theThingYouWantToDownload">Link name</a>
So a file name.jpg on a site example.com would look like this
<a href="www.example.com/name.jpg">Image</a>
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	The problem with the latter is that it will open in the browser, not be offered for downloading and saving. – Pekka 웃 May 8 '10 at 10:53
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	Won't work; browser will treat it as a relative link to ./www.example.com/name.jpg - you must usehttp:// for absolute links with specified domain. – Delan Azabani May 8 '10 at 10:54

		  
	 



	@Delan well spotted. – Pekka 웃 May 8 '10 at 10:56
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